S6                   HORACE WALPOLE

There were three editions in less than two years, the third
edition appearing in 1766. But after this the demand seems
to have suddenly waned. The fourth edition was not required
till sixteen years later in 1782. From now onwards The
Castle of Otranto continues to appear with greater frequency.
It was reprinted in 1786, twice in 1791, in 1793, 1796,
and 1800. It is therefore quite justifiable to make the state-
ment that there was a revival of The Castle of Otranto. As
a corollary we may deduce that general opinion with regard
to romances was changing. By December 1781, The
Critical speaks of "Mr. Horace Walpole's celebrated novel,
or romance ;MI in January 1782, The Monthly still calls
Walpole's tale "the singular story," but adds, "The Castle of
OtrantO) with all its peculiarities, must be allowed to be ...
[an] interesting and animated composition."2 It seems,
however, that The Castle of Otranto received its immediate
impetus from the performance of The Count of Narbonne,
a dramatized version of the story, on the I7th of November,
1781, at Covent Garden, The play is additional evidence of
an increased interest in the book.

Taking into consideration how a trifle like the goblin
tale of Walpole was saved from oblivion, and how it con-
tinued to figure in the mind of the public, we have to admit
that its author was favoured by fortune. Walpole's social
standing helped him; and he probably owed his popularity,
not to say notoriety, in no small degree to Strawberry Hill.
After his death, The Monthly said in 1798, "Mr. Walpole
seems through life to have wished for notice as a connoisseur
in painting and architecture, as well as in literature; and as
the building on Strawberry Hill and its furniture form an
unique among villas, he could not have obtained fame on so
small [largePJ a scale at a less expence, by any similar draft
on public notice. Gothic architecture, so appropriate to
sacred purposes on account of its gloomy grandeur, lost its
secular favour at the same period as that which abridged the
Barons of their feudal rights and military splendour . . . but
of whatever utility this Gothic miniature may be to future
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